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Our Mission:

Creating Empowered Community Members Through Real-World Education.
Accreditation

Schools in the Washoe County School District apply for accreditation with the Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges during the third year of operation.  Rainshadow will do likewise and file for accreditation in 2015. 

What is a public charter school?

Charter schools are schools chartered by the State to offer innovative alternatives to traditional public school programs.  Charter schools are free public schools that receive funding directly from the State.  To promote innovation, the rules governing the delivery of instruction are relaxed and charter schools are exempt from some of the rules and regulations imposed on other schools.  Thus, charter schools are allowed the flexibility to utilize novel instructional approaches.  Charter schools must provide students with instruction that leads to achievement of state mandated academic standards and must comply with federal regulations related to the operation of schools that protect individuals’ civil rights.  Charter schools must provide students with accommodations related to their individual educational needs as specified in laws such as those pertaining to special education and the Individuals with Disabilities Act.

State Standards and Assessment Goals

· Students will apply knowledge and skills across all subject areas, as reflected in district, state and national standards for education.

· Students and all student groups will make continuous measurable gains in achievement of content standards.

· Student learning activities include relevant real-world projects and problems.

· Assessment results will be utilized to guide instruction and to report on individual student knowledge and progress.

· Assessment will allow students to demonstrate knowledge in diverse ways.

Career Preparation Goals

· Students will gain an awareness of their own interest, values, abilities and aptitudes.

· Students will develop an awareness of the role and value of work for themselves and for society.

· Students will make the connection between what is learned in school and how that knowledge and those skills are applied in the workplace.

· Students will explore careers using a variety of resources and experiences to plan and prepare a career pathway.

Enrollment Policy

Enrollment will be limited to 150 students.  Enrollment opportunities will open up the beginning of each semester and remain open for 20 school days.  Preference will be given each year to returning students and the enrollment of siblings of a pupil who is currently enrolled in the school.  Upon notification that Rainshadow CCHS is identified as being in an area of at-risk, preference will also be given to a student who resides within 2 miles of Rainshadow CCHS. Preference will also be given to students who reside in the district before enrolling students coming from another school district.

Process for Admission for Students Requiring Special Education Services: 

1. If a student is already in special education at another school, the student’s parent/guardian must request a change of placement IEP at the current school with the case manager, LEA, and Special Education Teacher from Rainshadow. Parents and students need to be aware of the mainstreamed classroom program at Rainshadow. *

2. A current IEP must be in place with the following items in place:

3. Rainshadow mainstream schedule as noted.

4. Current reevaluation with psychological report.

5. Transcripts.

6. Rainshadow will accept as many special education students as resources allow.

**NRS 386.582.3 If the governing body of a charter school is unable to provide appropriate special education program related services for a particular disability of a pupil who is enrolled in the charter school, the governing body may request that the board of trustees of the school district of the county in which the student resides transfer that pupil to an appropriate school.  

Lottery Policy

If the number of eligible students wishing to enroll in Rainshadow exceeds the number of spaces available, then Rainshadow will hold a lottery to determine which applicants it will accept. The names of all students eligible for admission will be placed in a container and selected randomly to fill those spaces.  If the student drawn does not accept the position, another name will be drawn.

Belief Statements

Rainshadow CCHS Administration and Staff will Promote These Beliefs:

· Students learn personal and social responsibility by being empowered through democratic ownership of their school community and their individual education.

· Students participate in creating a stable community of learners to ensure academic, personal, social, and career growth.

· Students use community-based interdisciplinary activities, projects, and experiences to make meaningful connections to the real world.

Creating empowered community members through real-world education.
ACADEMIC INFORMATION

Rainshadow Community Charter High School Curriculum Requirements:


Subject



Credits

Interdisciplinary English 1-41


4

Interdisciplinary Science 1-42


4

Interdisciplinary Mathematics 1-43

4

Interdisciplinary Social Studies 1-44

4

Health





.50

Physical Education



2

Computer Literacy



.50

Electives




3.5 – 5





Total

22.5 – 24


Notes:

(1) Meets state graduation requirements for English

(2) Exceeds state graduation requirements for science

(3) Exceeds state graduation requirements for math

(4) Meets state graduation requirements for American government, American history, world history, and humanities.

A student who earns twenty-four credits at Rainshadow as shown in the Rainshadow Curriculum above earns an advanced diploma.  Students who earn 22 ½ credits earn the standard Nevada State Diploma.

Rainshadow Interdisciplinary Course Descriptions (Thumbnails)

	Interdisciplinary English IA-B

Introduction to language as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry.  Develop students’ skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 
	Interdisciplinary English 2A-B

The processes of reading, writing, listening, speaking in interdisciplinary inquiry. Texts will emphasize, but not be limited to, American literature. 
	Interdisciplinary English 3A-B

Literary and nonliterary texts in exploring and understanding ideas, values, and concepts. Texts, emphasizing, but not limited to major texts in British literature. 
	Interdisciplinary English 4A-B 
The global role of language(s) and literature(s) in human affairs. Culminating senior research project.

	Interdisciplinary Natural Science 1A-B

Introduction to scientific methodology and the role of science in interdisciplinary inquiry.  
	Interdisciplinary Life Science 2A-B

This course is will be an intensive look at Biology as tool for interdisciplinary inquiry. 
	Interdisciplinary Physical Science 3A-B

The course explores science as a means of interdisciplinary inquiry with an emphasis on the role of the physical sciences in understanding natural phenomena. 
	Science, Technology, and Society 4A-B

Synthesis of the role of the sciences in interdisciplinary inquiry with an emphasis on the relationships of science, technology, and society



	Interdisciplinary Math Essentials 1A-B

Core math topics, including geometric concepts, connections to real-world situations and ways to communicate through mathematics.
	Interdisciplinary Math Problem Solving 2A-B

This course explores basic geometry as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry.
	Interdisciplinary Math Advanced Problem Solving 3A-B

The course explores advanced Algebra as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry.  Prepare students for the proficiency examination.


	Interdisciplinary Advanced Math and Society 4A-B

Completes and reviews Rainshadow math education with reference to number sense, computation, patterns, functions, spatial relations (including geometry and basic trigonometry), problem solving, and communication.

	Interdisciplinary U. S. Government 1A-B

History and social studies as a tools for interdisciplinary inquiry with a focus the processes and responsibilities of citizenship.  (U. S. Government credit)
	Interdisciplinary American History 2A-B

History as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry with a focus on American and Nevada history topics  (U.S. History credit)
	Interdisciplinary World History 3A-B

This course presents history as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry with a focus on world history, from pre-history through the present. Students will focus on identifying key current global issues, concerns, problems and debates and tracing their historical roots through history.  Meets Rainshadow/Nevada standards in world history.  (World history credit.)


	Interdisciplinary Humanities 4A-B

A humanities approach emphasizing interdisciplinary approaches to global issues and problems. Emphasis on history/social studies/social science as tools for inquiry, problem solving, and understanding in the world today.  This course reviews earlier work in government, U.S., and world histories and prepares students for using historical perspectives in careers, higher education, and lifelong citizenship. (Humanities Credit)


Graduation Requirements 

In an effort to assist graduates of Rainshadow CCHS so they may be adequately prepared in today’s society, the following graduation requirements have been established.

a. Students at Rainshadow CCHS are required to enroll in a minimum of 6 credits per school year, 4 of those credits must be taken at Rainshadow CCHS.

b. To be a freshman you must have completed the requirements of grade 8.

c. To be a sophomore you must have completed 5 credits (in grade 9).

d. To be a junior you must have at least 11 credits (in grades 9 & 10).

e. To be a senior you must have at least 17 credits (in grades 9, 10, & 11).

A normal class load for students is 7.5 credits per school year.  Students may elect to take more credits if they choose.

Twenty-two and one half (22½) credits are required for graduation by the State of Nevada for High School Graduation. 

To graduate with a standard, honors or advanced diploma, a student must also pass the Nevada State Proficiency Test in Reading, Writing, and Mathematics.  Beginning with the Class of 2008, students must pass the Nevada State Proficiency Test in Science.

Alternate Methods for Earning Credits:

· Work Experience

· Community Service and Travel Study

· Independent Study Physical Education

· Dual Credit with TMCC or UNR

· Approved outside programs

GOOD STANDING CRITERIA

To remain in good standing students must be credited for a minimum of five academic credits each year and must be within one credit of being “on track” for successful graduation each year -- that is, students must have accumulated a minimum of five credits after year one, eleven after year two, and seventeen after year three. A student who does not have sufficient credits to obtain standing at the appropriate level will meet with his/her teachers and parents/guardians to create a contract for the student to get back in good standing within one academic year. As per the Charter failure to reach good standing after the second year would result in the student's enrollment being terminated
HONOR ROLL

Students are named to the Honor Roll by maintaining a grade point at least average of 3.50.

TYPES OF DIPLOMAS OFFERED AT RAINSHADOW 

HIGH SCHOOL HONORS DIPLOMA

The Honors Diploma is designed to enhance academic preparation and challenge students through more rigorous course work.

For students entering the ninth grade in the fall of 2001 or later, a 3.4 GPA, weighted or un-weighted is required with no course failures during the last two years.  The student must receive a passing score on the Nevada Proficiency Exams.

Of the 24 credits, 19 credits are required and five are elective credits.

The required courses are as follows:

	English/Language Arts
	4 credits

	Mathematics (Algebra 1-2 and above)
	3 credits

	Science ( 2 credits must be in Biology, Chemistry or Physics)
	2 credits

	Foreign Language
	2 credits

	World History or World Geography
	1 credit

	American History
	1 credit

	U.S. Government
	1 credit

	Arts/Humanities
	1 credit

	Physical Education or approved equivalent
	2 credits

	Elective
	½ credit

	Health or approved equivalent
	½ credit


The Gateway Curriculum currently encouraged by the Washoe County School District incudes an additional credit in mathematics (to include 4 credits) and an additional credit in science (to include 3 credits). 
ADVANCED DIPLOMA

A student can receive an Advanced Diploma by completing a minimum of 24 credits including all requirements for a Standard Diploma plus one additional credit of math (4) and science (3).  The minimum 3.0 GPA, weighted or un-weighted, includes all credits applicable toward graduation.  The student must also pass the Nevada High School Proficiency Exams.  This diploma is available to students entering ninth grade by the fall of 1999.

ADJUSTED DIPLOMA

“Adjusted Diploma” means a diploma that evidences the graduation from high school of pupil with a disability after the pupil has met special requirements or adjusted standards.

NAC 389.015 (NRS 385.080)

SCHEDULE CHANGES

Every effort will be made to place students in courses that are appropriate for their abilities and future educational or career interests.  Maximum student and parent input will be encouraged during the time which course selections are made.  Once those selections are made, we will honor them to the extent possible.  No changes will be made in these selections after this form is finalized except for the following reasons:

1. A required course for graduation is failed during the current year, or

2. A course is taken during summer school, or

3. Exceptional circumstances.

In the case of exceptional circumstances the student requesting the change and his/her parent will need to meet with the Principal to discuss the change.

REQUIRED NUMBER OF CLASSES


All students in grades 9, 10, and 11 MUST be enrolled in a minimum of seven (7) classes.  Students in grade 12 MUST be enrolled in a minimum of four (4) classes (any 12th grader who wishes to only enroll in just 4 classes must get approval from the Principal).  All students are encouraged to take advantage of the numerous educational opportunities available to them during high school.  

Grading Policy:

Grades for academic performance will be determined as they are at other schools through teacher evaluation of the quality of the work in relation to specific competencies students are expected to achieve. Rainshadow will attempt to de-emphasize grades by providing students written and verbal evaluations of their work so that students will know how their work meets or falls short of showing attainment of competencies related to a particular course of study. To serve the needs of students who transferred from other schools and to provide information required for admission to colleges and universities, Rainshadow will include in student transcripts the grades they receive for individual courses. Transcripts will be formatted to resemble those used in other Washoe County School District (WCSD) high schools. Grades will be A, B, C, or NM (Not Mastered). No Ds or Fs will be rewarded as “less than adequate” achievement does not signify a reasonable level of competence.

Progress/Grade Reports:

At any time during the semester, the teacher may contact a parent/guardian to report on a student’s progress.  Parents are welcome to contact a teacher at any time to request information on the progress of their student.  Grade reports will be mailed to parents/guardians.  

Reporting to Parents


Reports notifying parents of their student’s progress in school are issued quarterly.  Grade reports issued at the conclusion of the first nine weeks of each semester (November and March) are Progress Reports indicating the level of achievement of the student at that time.  The academic grade issued at the end of each semester (January and June) reflects the student’s work for the entire semester.  These semester academic grades, along with the credits earned, citizenship grades, and attendance are posted to the student’s permanent record at the end of each semester.  In addition to these reports which are issued to every student, students whose work has deteriorated significantly or whose performance puts them in jeopardy of failing will receive a referral to the academic advisor.  

Report cards and Progress Reports are mailed home.  Check the current school calendar for specific dates.

Auditing a Course


Students who enroll after the 20th day of a semester may be assigned to audit a course.  Students who are enrolled in a course on an audit basis will not receive credit for the course.  In order to remain in good standing in an audited course, each audit student must complete all assignments and exams and will abide by all attendance policies. 

An academic grade of "NM" ("no mark") and a regular A-F citizenship grade will be assigned to students in an audited course. 

Testing:

Rainshadow CCHS administers all State of Nevada mandated standardized tests to all students as per the testing schedule determined by the WSCD to measure each student’s academic growth and to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the school’s academic programs.  The state guidelines for testing will be followed. 

The academic advisor will provide information to students planning to attend college and who wish to take the American College Test (ACT) and the Scholastic Assessment Test (SAT) for college entrance.

Rainshadow Student Assessment 

The overall assessment program of the Rainshadow Community Charter High School will be based on “documentation” methodology that calls for the keeping of detailed records of student learning through proof-of-completion of various projects coupled with detailed student self-assessment and teacher assessment of work (Perrone, Adkison and Tchudi).  Teachers, through this documentation, will “track” student’s progress toward attaining competencies relevant to achievement of academic standards set by the state and completion of coursework required for graduation.  Portfolios will be maintained for each student and will include:

· A record of all standardized tests completed by the student

· Teacher notes regarding observations of student participation in learning activities and project work

· Student learning logs containing evidence of learning and reflection on the consequence of learning that has taken place.  Logs will include discussion of books and other materials read during the year as well as discussion of other experiences related to academic and social-emotional growth

· Examples of student work selected by the student, with the aid of the teacher, that demonstrate achievement and attainment of goals described in the state and local academic standards documents

· Academic checklist for all core academic courses showing mastery of state standards

· Examples of student writing ability selected by students with the aid of teachers

· Artifacts collected by the student that are demonstrative of achievement

· A student written introduction to the final version of the portfolio that describes the contents and their value for understanding the accomplishments of the student

· A protocol for evaluating portfolios will be developed by members of the Rainshadow community.

The development of robust assessment instruments for determining the depth of student understanding of curricular concepts and their ability to apply learning to solve real world problems is a major goal of the Rainshadow project.

Rainshadow will follow the procedures for periodic reports on the progress of the charter school to parents/legal guardians, school district, and the State Board of Education pursuant to NRS 386.520.  This will include:

a) Regular conferences with teachers and students regarding progress in the academic core, independent study, and beyond-the schoolhouse learning.  These conferences will take place during class time, before school, or after school.

b) Quarterly conferences (face-to-face or by telephone) between Rainshadow teachers and parents/guardians.

c) Quarterly reports to parents/guardians and students regarding credit for academic work. Parents/guardians will be supplied with copies of all assessments and self-assessments to be included in the permanent record of student achievement. Before any item becomes part of the permanent record, a parental signature as well as that of the student and the instructor will be required.

d) Periodic reports to the Washoe County School District, Northern Nevada community, the Nevada Department of Education, and the Nevada Legislature as required and as requested. In addition to the usual records of attendance, Rainshadow will submit reports of credits granted to students, and promotion and success rates.

e) Public demonstrations and displays. A standard part of every academic quarter is a week of demonstration and display. At a minimum, this will include one "open house" at the school where students display their project work for the quarter. The Rainshadow faculty will also actively seek other venues for public display of student work, depending, of course, on the topic. We anticipate regular displays of Rainshadow work in the lobbies of businesses and industries, at the public libraries, in other schools and public institutions. Detailed descriptions for assessment processes for each of the Rainshadow curriculum components is described in Appendix B, which also includes sample record and report forms.

Compliance with State and District Assessment Requirements and Accountability

1. Rainshadow will adhere to District-determined assessment schedules.

2. Rainshadow students will take the tests required of students at particular grade level when they have acquired the number of credits required to enter that grade level at a WCSD high school.  We assume that this is similar to the District’s policy.  [If students who are held back in WCSD schools are required to take the tests for the grade level they should be in, Rainshadow students will do likewise.  We would, in keeping with our competency-based approach, like to have students taking tests at the grade level their academic accomplishments show they have achieved.  However, if it is necessary to use chronological age as the determining factor, Rainshadow students will take tests when they reach the age associated with particular grade levels.  We will work with the School District to develop an acceptable plan.]
The amount of time designated for testing will be consistent with time provided for the administration of similar tests in the School District.  Tests will be administered in the manner prescribed by State and School District to insure validity and reliability.  

3. Rainshadow will comply with all testing requirements of the State and the Washoe County School District.  Assessment tools developed by Rainshadow will be judged on the criterion of meaningfulness, as defined by school personnel.

4. Rainshadow will retain assessment materials in locked, fireproof storage cabinets located in an area of the school not accessible to students or faculty.

5. Rainshadow will provide information, as required by the School District, for required reports.

6. Rainshadow will comply with the intent of Assembly Bill 214 by contracting with qualified persons to train all personnel involved in the handling of or administration of assessments, as well as training in test security issues.  The training will occur in a timely manner and will be conducted in such a manner as to comply with law.

MILLENNIUM SCHOLARSHIP


The Millennium Scholarship program began with the Class of 2000 to provide financial assistance for Nevada high school students to enroll in an eligible institution of higher education in Nevada.  In order to qualify, students must:


• graduate with a diploma from a Nevada public or private high school;


• earn a weighted or un-weighted GPA of at least 3.25 for the Class of 2009 and beyond.  The GPA is calculated using all high school credit granting courses and is no longer rounded

• pass all sections of the Nevada HSPE;


•  be a Nevada resident for at least two years of high school (note: student does not have to be a US citizen to be eligible and there are circumstances where a parent’s residency qualifies a student who either graduates out of state or was not in Nevada the full two years).


The amount of money each student may receive per semester is dependent on the number of credits in which he/she is enrolled and the college or university he/she will attend. Millennium Scholars at a NSHE community college will receive $40 per enrolled lower division credit hour and $60 per enrolled upper division credit hour.  Millennium Scholars at a NSHE University will receive $80 per enrolled credit hour.  Students must enroll each semester in a minimum of 6 credits at a NSHE community college or 12 credits at another eligible institution.  Students must enroll in a program of study leading to a recognized associate degree, baccalaureate degree, or pre-baccalaureate certificate.  Students must maintain a 2.6 (un-rounded) GPA and be enrolled in a minimum number of credits (depending on institution) in order to retain eligibility. Funds may be used for any costs related to college/university attendance; the maximum lifetime total award is $10,000 which must be used at the undergraduate level and only during the six years immediately following high school graduation.


Millennium Scholarship eligibility is determined by the student's high school.  Student names are submitted by the District three times per year, at the end of the first semester, the end of June and in late August.  After the student's name is submitted, the student can expect to receive an award packet from the State Treasurer’s Millennium Scholarship Office.  

Potential Millennium Scholars are not listed on the school's graduation program.

For more information, contact Public Policy, Accountability and Assessment at 348-0204 or the State Treasurer at www.treasurer.state.nv.us.

POST-SECONDARY OPTIONS


Although some people think “college” means a four-year university, the term has a much broader meaning.  Many students choose to begin at a two-year community or junior college or at a trade or technical school.  See your counselor for details about which option best suits your abilities, needs, and interests.

COLLEGE ENTRANCE REQUIREMENTS

College entrance requirements vary.  For information as to whether or not a course you wish to take will be accepted at a college or other school, it is strongly suggested that you contact the post-secondary institution(s) that you might be considering.  Entrance requirements for the University of Nevada System and Truckee Meadows Community College follow.  


College bound students should choose courses which challenge them and which are designed to prepare them for the rigors of college study.  Remember that some high school courses will meet a high school graduation requirement but MAY NOT be accepted as an academic credit by your post-secondary institution or by the NCAA.  Some colleges accept weighted GPAs, some do not weight, and some have their own method of weighting grades. Your GPA in CORE COURSES (usually English, math, science, social studies, and foreign language), the strength of the curriculum you have chosen to take, college entrance examination scores (SAT and/or ACT), and extracurricular activities all contribute to your acceptance into college.  Successful college students are usually those who have worked to their fullest potential during all of their high school years, developed good study habits, and been involved in their school and community.

HIGH SCHOOL COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR REGULAR ADMISSION TO THE UNIVERSITY OF NEVADA SYSTEM (UNR and UNLV)
CREDITS
AREA

REQUIREMENTS

     4

English

Emphasis on composition, rhetoric, and English,





American, and world literature.

3

Math

Algebra, geometry, trigonometry, or advanced 





mathematics.

     3

Social

World history and/or geography, US history, and



Studies

government/economics/law. 

     3

Natural
Biology, chemistry, and physics (with at least two years 

Science
in a lab science).

· Effective fall 2002 the .5 credit Computer Literacy is no longer required. 

Admissions Test Requirement

Submit SAT or ACT scores.  Some scores may be used for placement.

Grade Point Average Requirement

Effective fall 2006 students must have a 2.75 weighted GPA in the courses required for admission.  Effective fall 2010 students must have a 3.0 weighted GPA in the courses required for admission.  (NOTE: Future requirements for admission are subject to change with earlier implementation.)

Early Admissions

Students with good SAT/ACT scores and high school grades will be given consideration for early admission.  All students accepted for admission must submit a final, official high school transcript with date of graduation posted.  Admission to the University does not mean admission to the program of your choice.

Admission Alternatives

High School students requesting freshman standing, who are denied admission to the university may petition, in writing, to the Director of Admissions and registrar within ten days of their denial letter.  The Special Admissions Committee will review the petition and make a determination of admissibility.

The Core Curriculum

All undergraduate students at the university are required to complete a general education core curriculum of 33-36 credits in the following areas of study: English, mathematics, natural and social sciences, fine arts, western traditions, capstone courses, and diversity.  Students are responsible for keeping track of their progress throughout the core curriculum, thus students should meet with their academic advisor each semester before registering for classes.  All core curriculum requirements must be taken for a letter grade.

Questions should be directed to the Office of Admissions:  784-6865 (UNR) or 1-800-334-UNLV (UNLV).

TRUCKEE MEADOWS COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Any student who is over the age of 18 and is a United States citizen or immigrant may enroll in classes/programs at TMCC.

A student under the age of 18 may enroll if he/she is a graduate of a US high school or its equivalent or qualifies for early admission or admission as a qualified high school student (see below).  Students under 18 who have not graduated from high school are admitted for one semester only and then must reapply each semester until graduating from high school or until they turn 18.

EARLY ADMMISSIONS AND ENROLLMENT POLICY:

High school juniors, seniors, and the gifted and talented may be admitted or enrolled as follows:

1. With recommendation from the high school, students may take Occupational, Developmental, Community Services and college-sponsored courses.

2. With recommendation from the high school, a student may take UCCSN Transfer Courses if he/she is a high school junior with a GPA of 3.0 and above; a senior with a GPA of 2.5 and above; or a gifted and talented student.  All course prerequisites must also have been met.

3. Dual credit (high school juniors and seniors enrolled in high school and taking certain TMCC courses) are available for elective credit provided students have completed appropriate applications/forms and meet prerequisites.

4. High school juniors and seniors, identified as Vocational Program Completers, may be admitted and enroll based on written, articulated occupational program agreements (Tech Prep Program).

5. Students below high school junior standing may enroll on an audit basis in Community Service courses only and must have the permission of their parents, high school, and the Director of Community Services.

6. Youth who do not meet the above criteria for admission may be considered on a case by case basis based on established performance and/or test standards determined by the college.

TMCC requires that every new student be assessed in math and English skills.  Appropriate prior course work and/or SAT or ACT results may satisfy this requirement.

Any questions regarding these policies should be directed to the Office of Admissions and Records of TMCC: 673-7042 (www.tmcc.edu).

Rainshadow Community Charter High School

Course Offerings 2013-2014 

Common Course Numbers:

English

1302-02
Interdisciplinary English 1A-B

1303-04
Interdisciplinary English 2A-B

1305-06
Interdisciplinary English 3A-B

1307-08
Interdisciplinary English 4A-B

Math

2401-02
Interdisciplinary Math Essentials 1A-B

2403-04
Interdisciplinary Math Problem Solving 2A-B

2405-06
Interdisciplinary Math Advanced Problem Solving 3A-B

2407-08
Interdisciplinary Advanced Math and Society 4A-B


Science

3301-02
Interdisciplinary Natural Science 1A-B

3303-04
Interdisciplinary Life Science 2A-B

3305-06
Interdisciplinary Physical Sciences 3A-B

3307-08
Science, Technology, and Society 4A-B

Social Studies

4109-10
Interdisciplinary World History A-B

4137-38
Interdisciplinary American History A-B

4167-68
Interdisciplinary American Government A-B

6921-22
Interdisciplinary Humanities A-B

Course Descriptions 

Advisory: Course # 8041-8042

Interdisciplinary Studies:  "The Rainshadow Effect" is the overarching school theme for 2006-07, linking the interdisciplinary and core courses by exploring the student's impacts on his/her world. This class uses project teaching to investigate the course theme. It is linked to the disciplinary classes in English, mathematics, science, and Social Studies, and carries two credits, divided into the four disciplinary classes.  The course addresses Rainshadow Standards in all disciplines. (See following descriptions)

Course Description for English Courses

Interdisciplinary English 1A-B Course # 1301-1302
Introduction to language as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry.  Develop students’ skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking.

Interdisciplinary English 2A-B Course # 1303-1304
The processes of reading, writing, listening, and speaking in interdisciplinary inquiry. Texts will emphasize, but not be limited to, American literature.

Interdisciplinary English 3A-B Course # 1305-1306
Literary and nonliterary texts in exploring and understanding ideas, values, and concepts. Texts, emphasizing, but not limited to major texts in British literature.

Interdisciplinary English 4A-B Course # 1307-1308

The global role of language(s) and literature(s) in human affairs. Culminating senior research project.

Course Description for Math Courses
Interdisciplinary Math Essentials 1A-B Course # 2401-2402
Core math topics, including geometric concepts, connections to real-world situations and ways to communicate through mathematics.
Interdisciplinary Math Problem Solving 2A-B Course # 2403-2404
This course explores basic algebra as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry.

Interdisciplinary Math Advanced Problem Solving 3A-B Course # 2405-2406
The course explores advanced Algebra as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry.  Prepare students for the proficiency examination.

Interdisciplinary Advanced Math and Society 4A-B Course # 2407-2408
Completes and reviews Rainshadow math education with reference to number sense, computation, patterns, functions, spatial relations (including geometry and basic trigonometry), problem solving, and communication.

Course Description for Science Courses

Interdisciplinary Natural Science 1A-B Course # 3301-3302
Introduction to scientific methodology and the role of science in interdisciplinary inquiry.  

Interdisciplinary Life Science 2A-B Course # 3303-3304
This course is will be an intensive look at Biology as tool for interdisciplinary inquiry.

Interdisciplinary Physical Science 3A-B Course # 3305-3306
The course explores science as a means of interdisciplinary inquiry with an emphasis on the role of the physical sciences in understanding natural phenomena. 

Science, Technology, and Society 4A-B Course # 3307-3308
Synthesis of the role of the sciences in interdisciplinary inquiry with an emphasis on the relationships of science, technology, and society. 

Course Description for Social Study Courses

Interdisciplinary World History 1A-B Course # 4109-4110
This course presents history as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry with a focus on world history, from pre-history through the present. Students will focus on identifying key current global issues, concerns, problems and debates and tracing their historical roots through history.  Meets Rainshadow/Nevada standards in world history.  

Interdisciplinary American History 2A-B Course # 4137-4138
History as a tool for interdisciplinary inquiry with a focus on American and Nevada history topics.

Interdisciplinary U. S. Government 3A-B Course # 4168-4169
History and social studies as a tools for interdisciplinary inquiry with a focus the processes and responsibilities of citizenship. 

Interdisciplinary Humanities 4A-B Course # 6921-6922
A humanities approach emphasizing interdisciplinary approaches to global issues and problems. Emphasis on history/social studies/social science as tools for inquiry, problem solving, and understanding in the world today.  This course reviews earlier work in government, U.S., and world histories and prepares students for using historical perspectives in careers, higher education, and lifelong citizenship.  

PE: Course # 5105-5106

This class will focus upon leaving campus and participating in a variety of sports. Some of these physical activities include basketball, football, volleyball, Capture the Flag, etc. Class grades will be given according to student involvement and effort during class time.

Introduction to Yoga: Course # 5252

This course will encompass a variety of relaxation techniques. The focus is on mind/body connection through the use of meditation, journaling, yoga, and music. This class fulfills half a credit in physical education. 

Creative Writing: Course # 1321-1322 

The focus of this class is the graphic novel. Students will produce a written and illustrated book using pen, ink and paint to create a personal expression. Students work on perfecting poetry and prose skills.

Health: Course # 5311

This course includes nine 2-week projects over the 18 week semester.  Topics range from Nutrition and Physical Health, to Mental Health and Medical Technology.

Math Proficiency Skills: Course # 2027

The main objective of this class is to prepare the students to take and pass the math proficiency exam.  Each subject tested in the math proficiency will be taught in this class.  The students will be taught algebra, geometry, graphing and how to do work through word problems.  The students will take math proficiency prep-tests to help them feel comfortable with the exam.  The students will leave this class with a better understanding of mathematics and its relevance to their futures.

Art:  Course # 6111, 6112, 6113, 6114

This class will teach students the basic skills needed to produce realistic paintings and drawings. Students will work from still life setups, photos and live models to create believable images. Learning many of the principles and elements of design using paint will be a goal. Basic skills taught include shading, perspective and proportion.  Students will also have the opportunity to create their own images using their new skills. This course is progressive based on student experience. We will also create a Rainshadow calendar.  

Drawing #6141,6142

This course will focus on using drawing media, including pencil, conte crayon, colored pencil, pen and ink. We will work from photographs and still-lifes set up in the room. Students will learn shading, one- and two- point perspective, and atmospheric perspective. This class will create drawings for the school calendar. There will be a written exam for the course.

Painting #6151, 6152

This advanced art course will explore the use of watercolor and acrylic paint. Working with a color wheel, students will study color mixing and creating subtle grey shades. Students will work from photographs and still-lifes. Expect to adopt a favorite artist to emulate. The class will also create paintings of MidTown buildings.

Drama: Course #6451-6452

As a drama class we will develop the art of expression through public speaking and creative staging.  Activities will include play acting, preparing for and presenting in a performance.  Acting, singing, dancing, and all areas of personal expression will be explored.

Foods: Course #9611-9612

This is an introductory course for students to gain experience working in both a professional and domestic kitchen environment. The students will be involved using professional smallwares and equipment, while learning the principals of baking and preparing meals. Students will become competent with safety and sanitation procedures, quantity food preparation and conversions, food storage requirements, weights and measurements. 

Culinary Arts: Course #9621-9622

Prerequisite required: prior teacher approval. This course will expand upon the skills learned in the culinary arts course. The students will focus on a practical application of skills and competencies while preparing a variety of baked goods for the on sight coffee shop. Products prepared will include but not be limited to: cookies, biscuits, quick breads, puff pastry, pizza, sandwiches, cinnamon rolls and cakes.

Office Experience: Course # 8121-8122

The purpose of this class is to teach students basic to intermediate office skills.

Students will be instructed on the following: Answering Phones and taking messages, sorting mail, filing, using office equipment such as fax, copiers, printers etc., and how to conduct business in an office environment and communicate more effectively.

The end result is for the students to become confident in the skills they learn & use those skills in and out of school.

Computer Literature: Course # 9140
Students will receive instruction in basic computer function and use in educational settings.  Computer programs, applications and technological advances will be explored and utilized to bring technology into the classroom.

Interdisciplinary:  Course #7141-7142

This course is one which makes Rainshadow unique.  The main focus of the course varies by semester and by year.  The crux of the course is a focus on learning through all the disciplines.  Each year, staff come together to determine a theme for the year which then is translated into a weekly theme.  The course allows for a lot of off campus learning, project-based learning, and community learning.  Examples of this course include:  “Echo Effect” and media arts, cultures, college preparation, contemporary issues, and “Project Citizen.”  The course utilizes Nevada/Rainshadow standards, and fulfills elective credits as well as academic credits (for use as credit recovery) based on the instructor’s area of certification and class focus.

* Please note all classes offered are worth a ½ credit per Semester except the Advisory/Interdisciplinary Studies.

� See enclosed course descriptions for more detailed descriptions of the courses.
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